thus: that all the while all the world was in sin, it
was in thralldom and subjection. But certainly, since
the time of grace came, God ordained that some folk
should be higher in rank and state and some folk
lower, and that each should be served according to
his rank and his state. And therefore, in some coun-
tries, where they buy slaves, when they have con-
verted them to the faith, they set their slaves free
from slavery. And therefore, certainly, the lord owes
to his man that which the man owes to his lord. The
pope calls himself servant of the servants of God;
but in as much as the estate of Holy Church might
not have come into being, nor the common advan-
tage kept, nor any peace and rest established on
earth, unless God had ordained that some men
should have higher rank and some lower: therefore
was sovereignty ordained to guard and maintain and
defend its underlings or its subjects within reason
and so far as lies in its power, and not to destroy or
to confound them. Wherefore, I say that those lords
that are like wolves, that devour the wealth or the
possessions of poor folk wrongfully, without mercy or
measure, they shall receive, by the same measure that
they have used toward poor folk, the mercy of Jesus
Christ, unless they mend their ways. Now comes de-
ceit between merchant and merchant. And you shall
understand that trade is of two kinds; the one is
material and the other is spiritual. The one is decent
and lawful and the other is indecent and unlawful.
Of this material trade, that which is decent and law-
ful is this: that where God has ordained that a king-
dom or a country is sufficient unto itself, then it is
decent and lawful that of the abundance of \*kis
country .men should help another country that is
more needy. And therefore there are permitted to be
^merchants to bring from the one country to the other
their merchandise. That other trade, which men
barter with fraud and treachery and deceit, with lies
tod with false oaths, is accursed and damnable. Spir-
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